
 

 

 

 

Coronavirus (COVID-19) Update    March 12, 2020 

The health and safety of all our children, families, and personnel is a top priority at BJA and continues to be our first priority in the wake of 
the spread and growing public concerns regarding the Coronavirus (COVID-19). As of this communication, we have no reported cases of 
Coronavirus at BJA, but as the BJA administrative team continually reviews information from WHO (international), CDC (federal), SCDHEC 
(state), and Prisma Health (local), we want to proactively communicate with BJA families about how we are preparing for the potential 
impact here.   

At this time we are proceeding with school as normally as possible. The CDC through 12th grade will be open and in session, following the 
current school calendar for classes. 

What is BJA doing about the coronavirus situation? 

In addition to continually monitoring and reviewing this plan in light of updated information, we are communicating new information to 
faculty, parents, and students in as timely a manner as possible. Though not necessarily bound by their decisions, we are also carefully 
monitoring our own school district’s plans, as well as the plans of BJU. 

Out of an abundance of caution, we are canceling the following events due to their nature and/or size, as well as potential exposure risk: 

• Sixth-Grade Field Trip to Discovery Place in Charlotte, NC, scheduled for Friday, March 13 (payments will be refunded) 
• New York Mission Trip, departure scheduled for Friday, April 3 (payments will be refunded) 
• Field Day, scheduled for Friday, April 3 (shirt payments will be refunded) 

o NOTE:  Currently the Middle School Jog-a-Thon will continue as planned) 
• Vex Robotics Worlds Competition, scheduled to begin April 22 

We are monitoring all school trip destinations to ensure students are not traveling to or through cities experiencing outbreaks. We will 
continue to evaluate other upcoming BJA events.   

Until further notice (including spring break), if any of our students or their parents or any of our faculty or staff personally travel to an 
area with a CDC level 2 or higher travel advisory for health (“H” designation), we will require a 14-day self-quarantine period. Information 
regarding travel advisory levels can be found here. 

We have increased our efforts to promote routine handwashing, appropriately covering coughs and sneezes, and overall good hygiene 
practices. We will also increase our monitoring of absenteeism and continue to expect students and personnel to stay home when sick. In 
addition to frequent building cleaning and sanitization, we have provided our teachers with disinfecting wipes needed to disinfect 
desktops and other touch points.   

There is currently no plan to close school, but parents may find it helpful to explore alternative childcare plans now should the virus 
spread dictate that need. 

How will BJA respond if there is a local outbreak? 

In carefully following our pandemic plan and considering the nature of the local breakout, BJA responses could include the following: 

• Required home quarantine of personnel or students with symptoms 
• Distance learning to provide an instructional and assessment alternative in the event of a school cancelation 

We will communicate specific details with families and personnel in a timely manner.   

As always, thank you for your support, cooperation, and flexibility. Your assistance in remaining vigilant but sensible in dealing with this 
health concern is greatly appreciated.   

 
If you have questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact an administrator  

or the Academy central office at bja@bobjonesacademy.net or 864-770-1395. 

https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/traveladvisories/traveladvisories.html/

