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BJA Study Abroad: STEM in Iceland 

2022 Summer 
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Teacher: Amy Corey 

 

Course Description:  

This 7-day course gives students opportunities for broad exposure to STEM disciplines and to 
develop global fluency taught from the perspective of a Biblical worldview. The class will be a 
combination of on-site visits, personal investigation, and mini lectures.  
 
Students will have a chance to experience in person and engage with the science they have studied 
in class. Highlights of the class find students 

 Walking the margin between North America and Eurasia at Þingvellir National Park and 
discussing the influence of plate tectonics on Icelandic civilization. 

 Discovering the engineering behind geothermal and hydroelectric power generation while 
gaining a better understanding of renewables in a nation that is a world-leader in renewable 
energy. 

 Going underground and walking through the lava tunnel of an extinct volcano to gain insight 
into the inner workings of volcanos and how they create and influence their surroundings. 

 Investigating the tongue of a receding glacier and discussing climate change from a Biblical 
Worldview. 

 
Students will also develop global fluency as they engage with Icelandic culture throughout their stay. 
Guidance will be given on how to learn about and in a different culture, and time will be given in the 
evenings to reflect on the intercultural experiences of the day. Global fluency will include students   

 Joining a local pastor and discussing the religious history of Iceland and the current state of 
biblical Christianity in the country. 

 Becoming more familiar with the Icelandic language and endeavoring to use it when 
possible. 

 Learning more of the Iceland’s history and integrating it into their own understanding of world 
history. 

 Engaging with nationals and learning about life in Iceland. 
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Course Goals:  

This course is designed to do the following: 

 Connect students’ understanding learned in their science classes to real world examples of 
science, engineering, mathematics, and technology. 

 Provide students an international setting where they can develop and apply the skills of 
understanding, working within, and discerning a foreign culture in the context of a Biblical 
Worldview. 

 Create a project to reinforce class content and the further development of a learner mindset. 
 
Assignments: 

 Meetings: Students will have a few meetings before leaving Greenville to help them prepare 
for international travel as well as the course content.  

 Journal: Each student will keep a daily journal of their impressions, ideas, and what they are 
learning. 

 Project: Students will prepare a project (paper, video, book – to be determined) representing 
what they have learned during the course as well as contribute to a class project (likely a 
video). 

Credit: 
This course will consist of 60+ hours of STEM and/or cultural instruction and activities, and students 
can earn one half high school credit at BJA.  
 
Timing: 
This course is planned to take place in the summer of 2022, likely May or early June.  
 
Students: 
The course is open to enrolled BJA high school students. The students will need to have completed 
their 9th, 10th, 11th, or 12th grade year. Positions in the course will be on a first come first served 
basis. Because of the international nature of the course, each student will need to be approved by 
the administration. 
 
Passports: 
Students will need to have their passports by early February 2022 so that plane tickets can be 
purchased. Students who already have a passport should confirm its expiration date is after 
November 2022.   
 
Cost: 
Depending on the number of students participating and the number of chaperones, the cost is 
estimated between $2500-$3000. A minimum of 6 students is needed. 
 
This price includes airfare, travel costs in Iceland, international health insurance, accommodations, 
meals (breakfast, lunch, dinner), and all costs of class admission. Passport and spending money 
costs are not included. The actual cost will be determined by the end of November 2021.  
 
Students may want to bring spending money for souvenirs. It is recommended that they bring a 
credit card or debit card instead of cash. Costs in Iceland are often higher than in the US (one gallon 
of gas is roughly $6-7), so students should keep this in mind as they plan. Credit cards are readily 
accepted in Iceland and may be the easiest form of payment since our class will not have time to 
stop at banks to transfer currency. The exchange rate will fluctuate between now and our departure, 
but currently 1 USD (US Dollar) = 124.6 ISK (Icelandic Króna).  
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Payment Schedule: 
The nature of international travel requires planning in advance. To secure tickets and reservations, 
students will be asked to pay in installments starting first semester. Below is a proposed payment 
schedule, however, the official payment schedule will be updated by November 2021.  
 
11/15/2021 $100 payment  
12/15/2021 $1000 payment  
2/1/2022  $1000 payment 
4/1/2022  remaining balance due  
 
If a student withdraws from a course, payments already made are not refundable or transferable. If a 
student is suspended from BJA or for some other reason is unable to participate in the course, payments 
already made are not refundable. However, payments would be refunded if BJA cancels the course (e.g., 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic and travel restrictions).  
 
Scholarships:  
I would like to develop a scholarship the students could access to help them pay for the costs, 
however, it is not certain that this will be developed. If a scholarship fund were established, 
scholarships would be dependent on academic achievement, financial need, and administrative 
approval. 
 
Teacher and Chaperones: 
Amy Corey will be the class teacher and director. Two other faculty/staff members would go as well. 
Ministry Safe policies will be followed.  
 
Accommodations, Travel, and Food: 
The course will likely require the class to stay at multiple hotels. Students will share rooms with other 
students from our class. Bathrooms will either be en suite or separated by gender and accessible to 
our students only. If in a hostel, a chaperone would be available to make sure the bathroom situation 
adheres to Ministry Safe guidelines. 
 
Travel between sites and hotels will be done in rented vehicles driven by BJA faculty and staff. 
Drivers will hold international driver’s licenses.  
 
Every effort will be given to arrange for food that can accommodate those with special dietary needs, 
but this cannot be guaranteed. If a student has a special dietary need, he or she should discuss it 
with Miss Corey before any payments are made. 
 
Additional Information: 
Proof of COVID-19 vaccination, proof of having had COVID-19, or COVID-19 testing will be required 
if it is necessary for entry into Iceland and return to the United States. Costs for the vaccination or 
COVID-19 tests are not included in the current course cost..  
 

Meetings: 
The next informational meeting will be held in October 2021. Additional meetings will occur during 
second semester. 
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Sample Itinerary: 
 

Day Activity 

Friday Flight to Iceland 

  

Saturday Viking World: Museum  
 Bridge between Continents, Reykjanesviti Lighthouse 
 Gunnuhver mud pools & Krysuvik, Sogin 
 Svartsengi Geothermal Power Plant 
 Reykajvik City 
 Hotel Smari 
  

Sunday National/International church 
 Religion in Iceland Lecture/Discussion 
 Hallgrimskirkja church building 
 Perlan Museum: Aurora Show, Geological Film, Ice Cave 
 Reykjavik Walk: Old Town Center, Parliament House/Alpingi, Hofdi House 
 Hotel Smari 
  

Monday University of Iceland: Engineering Talk 
 Raufarhólshellir Lava Tunnel Tour  
 Hveragerdi Geothermal Park and Geothermal Power Plant 
 Hotel Smari 
  

Tuesday Þingvellir and Almannagja Fault  - visitor center, bedrock, geology walk  
 Laugarvatn – earth baked bread 
 Strokkur, Geysir - fumeroles, geysers, hot springs 
 Gullfoss Waterfall 
 Fridheimar: Tomato Greenhouse, Icelandic horses 
 Skaholt church building 
 Fludir Hotel  
  

Wednesday Burfell Power Station 
 Solheimajokull glacier  
 Vik village - Dyrholaey 
 Reynisdrangar rock pillars 
 Reynisfjara Beach 
 Fludir Hotel 
  

Thursday Skogar Folk Museum 
 Seljalandsfoss & Skogafoss waterfalls 
 Eyjajallajokull Volcano,  
 Airport 
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About the Teacher: Amy Corey 
International Experience 

 

INTERNATIONAL 
EXPERIENCE 

 Germany & Wales Summer 2019: STEM outreach, team leader 

Israel Summer 2019: Bible History Tour    

Iceland Summer 2014: Holiday  

Wales & England Summers 2007-19: Family visits 

Shanghai, China Summer 2017-19: BJU China Team, assistant to team 
leader/English teacher 

Austria, Czech Republic, France, Germany, Italy, Lithuania, Luxembourg, 
Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Russia, Slovakia, Spain, Switzerland Summers 
2004-05, 2007-11: BJU Musical Mission Team, assistant to team leaders/ team 
member 

Shanghai, China Summer 2001, 2003: BJU China Team, English teacher  

     


